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The Death Penalty, the U.S. Constitution, and DNA
The death penalty has always been hotly debated in this country, and over the
last several years, DNA testing has added a new element to this controversy.

Scientists can now analyze a suspect’s genetic code, or DNA. The results may
link someone to a crime or exclude him or her as a suspect. However, the testing
can cost thousands of dollars. Since DNA testing began to change criminal
investigations in the late 1980s, test results have freed more than 130 convicts,
including several who were awaiting execution on death row. The timeline
below shows a chronology of the death penalty in the United States.

Death Penalty in the United States — 1930 to Present '

-<—1930s Death penalty executions reach
an all-time high.

1960s Public sentimentand 1990
legislative debate lead
to a decline in death
penalty executions.

———1972 The Supreme Court, in

Furman v. Georgia, declares the

death penalty unconstitutional.

| <—1990 Supreme Court bars the
execution of insane people in
Ford v. Wainwright.

-<— 2002 In Atkinsv. Virginia, the
Supreme Court decides that
the execution of mentally
retarded criminals is
unconstitutional.

1976 In Gregg v. Georgia, the —)-— -
Supreme Court holds that :
under a new two-stage trial
process, the death penalty
is, in fact, constitutional. 2000

2000 to today DNA evidence ———>
becomes important
in many capital
murder cases.

2005 In Roperv. Simmons, the —

Supreme Court rules that
the execution of murderers
who committed their crimes
before they turned 18 is
unconstitutional.

| <2005 There are 3,254 inmates on
: death row and 60 excutions.

Applymg the Law .

Answer these questions on a separate

sheet o paper. WaTE A Poeaaeand

1. Is the death penalty allowed in your

" (/7 (o7 5 Soeies)

2 Listhevarious Supreme Court  STATING WHETHEL. 0L
NO6T Yo SWPPOET
The DemTH HNALTY. |

© Pearson Education, Inc., publishing os | E\(P[_ﬂ /l\j (/{
4
ANSWEK




