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State Indicator/Competency:  
1. Calculate expected values and use them to solve problems.  

 
Instructional Objective(s):  
8.6a Economic Statistics  

1. Students will be able to calculate rates of inflation with 80% accuracy.  
 
Instructions: 

1. Read through lesson and examples.   

2. If able, watch suggested videos for extra instruction. 

3. Complete the practice problems.  Check your answers to see how you’re doing.   

4. Complete attached worksheet.  Show your work.  Worksheet will be collected and graded. 

5. Questions?  Contact me by email.  butcherna@mwood.cc  

 
 
 
Activities:  
 
Rate of Inflation 
 
For consumers, business firms, organizations, and the government, inflation means that the prices of goods 
and services they buy are rising. The U.S. Department of Labor publishes the Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
report that tells how much inflation has occurred within the past year. A calculation in the report, called the 
rate of inflation, shows the percent increase in prices from the previous year. 
 
 
Watch these videos for more on Inflation and the CPI.  Copy/paste the URL in your web browser. 
 

https://www.khanacademy.org/economics-finance-domain/core-finance/inflation-tutorial/inflation-
basics-tutorial/v/what-is-inflation 
 
https://www.khanacademy.org/economics-finance-domain/ap-macroeconomics/economic-
iondicators-and-the-business-cycle/price-indices-and-inflation/v/introduction-to-inflation 
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Examples: 

1. The CPI table shows an index number of 201.6 for 2006 and an index number of 207.3 for 2007 for 
food and beverages. What was the rate of inflation for 2007, to the nearest tenth percent? 
 
Subtract 2007 CPI – 2006 CPI:  207.3 – 201.6 = 5.7  
Divide by 2006 CPI to find rate 5.7 ÷ 201.6 = .0282 = 2.8% 

 
2. Find the rate of inflation for 1999 for all items, to the nearest tenth percent.  

 
Subtract 1999 CPI – 1998 CPI:  166.6 – 163.0 = 3.6  
Divide by 1998 CPI to find rate 3.6 ÷ 163.0 = .0221 = 2.2% 

 
Closure:   Complete the review problem and check your answer. 

 
1. Find the rate of inflation for the Medical Care category for 2002.   (Answer 4.6%) 

 
 
Assignment: 8.6a Inflation worksheet (10 pts) 
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8.6a Inflation      Name: _____________________________ 
 

 
1. The CPI table shows an index number of 340.1 for 2006 and an index number of 357.7 for 

2007 for medical care. What was the rate of inflation for 2007, to the nearest tenth 

percent?  

   
 

 

 

 

 
2. Of the categories Housing and Transportation, which had the higher rate of    inflation between 

1994 and 2000, to the nearest percent?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
3. What was the rate of inflation, to the nearest tenth percent, for Education and Communication 

in 2004?  

 

 

 

 

 

  

4. For the Recreation category, find the rate of inflation, to the nearest tenth percent in 

1997? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Do a search on the internet.  Find the current Consumer Price Index and the Current Inflation Rate.  
Where did you find them? 


