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Garry Golden sits in a small cafe in Brooklyn, New York. In front of him, sheets of paper with
diagrams litter the table. He rapidly sketches trains, cars and highways as he expiains his ideas.
Garry Golden has one passion: transportation. The science of how to move people from place to
place fascinates him. He spends his days studying the relationships between cars, subways, and
trains. But he's most excited about imagining the way these relationships will change in the next 20
years.

Golden is a futurist. Futurists are scientists who analyze the way the world is today and use that
information to make predictions about what the world will be like in the future. In this way, they are the
opposite of historians, who try to better understand the present through studying the past. Futurists
hope that by making scientific predictions about the future, we can make better decisions today.

Some futurists study the environment. Some study human society. Golden focuses on the study of
transportation. He earned his graduate degree in Future Studies from the University of Houston.
Living in Houston for those two years changed the way he viewed transportation in the United States.

Many public transportation advocates dislike Houston. They argue the city is too sprawling (it can
take more than three hours to drive from one side of the city to the other during rush hour) and that
there aren't enough buses and subways. However, Houston was a source of inspiration for Golden.

"Houston is a really interesting place, and their transportation is a fascinating story-it's worth
watching. When you think about it, what is the U.S. like? It's more like Houston. So you need to
understand how Houston approaches things to understand the country as a whole. New York City is
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